
sweet new restuarants  

Protected Bike Lanes / Elevated Crosswalks to curb cars from running stop signs 

I would like to see TIFA improve the residential neighborhoods, stop buying and removing properties, 
improve the blight it created (dirt parking lot), and focus on alley improvements. The tax increment 
dollars should directly benefit the neighborhood and not be focused on developers’ pet projects or 
creating a mini Royal Oak. There has been too much focus on outside people/projects and not enough 
on the quality of life for those who live here. STOP destroying homes for parking lots. There are 
studies after studies by urban planners that parking lots destroy cities. The TIFA, along with the 
council, and the developers are promoting the businesses over the residents and removing tax-
generating properties FOREVER. Please work to improve the balance. You can start by focusing solely 
on the residential neighborhoods for awhile. Otherwise, the TIFA board is just a tool for the 
“developers” to the detriment of our neighborhood, where my family and I (homeowners) have lived 
for 30 years. Please reject the narrative about “tumbleweeds” on Kercheval 30 years ago. That is 
simply not true. There were and are many long-time businesses in the district. In fact, we still lament 
the closing of Mulier’s Market. The TIFA and the administration have much work to do to build trust 
and instill confidence that our tax dollars are being used for the benefit of the residents of the district 
and not the special interest of the “developers.” 

Repaving the alleyways, enforcing proper trash can storage and property upkeep 

Enhance the Business District  

Redo kercheval streetscape.  Sidewalk, specifically, is overdue.  

Expand scope and funds available for residential property improvements;Invest in alleyway and/or 
sidewalk improvements;Focus on blight remediation and code enforcement in both residential and 
business areas; 

Improve alleys. Expand types of businesses present. 

Speed bumps, more 4-way stop signs or traffic lights, alley paving 

let's get creative: pop up spaces 

ENSURE AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS THAT ATTRACT YOUNG FAMILIES 

Helping homeowners with $ for home and garage renovation. Keep the alleys clean to try to eliminate 
vermin.  

Many of the lampposts that were city installed eons ago in front yards are in disrepair and no longer 
light, have rusted apart, or have or fallen into other forms on non-working. I know mine for instance 
has moss growing in the mechanics of it, so I don't believe it is functional anymore. Service or 
replacement of these would be a great project.  

Social events 



enhancing the beauty of our city - flowers and walking paths - including a bike route/safe path for 
riders in the street 

focus on two or three goals and make sure they are completed and reported. then survey and repeat. 
   
Not sure  

Protect our neighborhood's character and stop the demolitions! 

Clean up alleys please! 

Better lighting in the alleyways and plantings or planters would be a welcome addition.  

Better business district.  

Anything but more parking and demolition. 

Advocating for better City ordinances and processes that are inclusive of residents 

Fox the post lights on the district.   

Better maintenance, landscaping improvements non invasive street lighting especially in parking lots 

Unique street lighting on Charlevoix similar to but unique from what is on kercheval. Improve 
crosswalks for pedestrians (stop signs, bump outs, brick or noticeable crosswalks, dog park or pocket 
park at empty lot at Maryland and Charlevoix. Improve parking lots at Lakepointe and mack (people 
park on sidewalk all the time, no boundary between lot and sidewalks). 
Increase housing and storefronts on vacant lots.  

--- Old and continued: Ongoing landscaping and tree removal/trimming/replacement (when 
appropriate, etc.) is important to ensure the TIFA district remains attractive and appealing to visitors 
and to all residents. 
 
--- ACTUAL help with downspout disconnection. It is one thing to tell us to disconnect our spouts, 
even when it seems impossible (and your visiting "inspectors" do not even actually have a solution in 
some cases), but it would really only be effective if the City at least shared in the investment it will 
take to actually get it done. My last estimate for re-routing my downspout was $900. Needless to say, 
I cannot afford that and am unable to, so that is one of my downspouts that will have to stay 
connected. 
 
--- and, of course, sidewalks, streets and alleys (and, specifically, to deal with the really concerning 
issue of sink holes!!!!). 
 
--- New: I would love to see a fire-safety push for residents of these old homes, seemingly at the 
highest risk and especially risky because they are so close to each other. If it couldn't be 
comprehensive, perhaps it could start with senior citizen residents who would be most at risk of 
getting trapped in a fire in their "Cabbag Patch" home. 
 
It could start small, with fire-safety inspections, free (and proper) installations of smoke detectors, 



etc., and could grow to include providing residents with a full fire-safety plan for their home, including 
providing them with a list of all major fire hazards in their homes, instructions for proper handling and 
storage procedures for hazardous materials, potential ignition sources and their control, and the type 
of fire protection equipment necessary to control each major hazard. No matter how small a program 
like this starts, it would be helpful and meaningful and protect this wonderful neighborhood and its 
residents...and when it grows, it can be even better! 
 
---- A traffic management program of some sort....there are some "wild rides" taking place on our 
district's streets, especially late at night. Too fast, too loud, too disruptive and dangerous. The irony is 
that only the residents who almost get hit or who are awakened by the loud noise, booming bass 
systems and/or squeeling tires seem to be aware (not sure where the police are when this happens). 
 
--- An updated property improvement grant option that would be offered to all TIFA owner/residents 
all year-round/when needed, etc....it would allow for major home improvements (and especially 
facade) and not be limited in number each year, but available for application all the time....Perhaps it 
could have income limit/requirements and even length of ownership (or even length of continued 
residence requirements) to qualify, so people who profit of their home or those planning to flip the 
home after benefiting from the grant would not be eligible)  and which could require a higher match, 
say 50/50? I'm thinking of all the old porches and roofs, etc.  So many options to keep our district 
from blight and deterioration. I know: there's lots to think about here/complicated. 
 
--- I added some thoughts here on parking permits because my answer re: parking permits was not 
among the options. I think it would be wise to look into this, because it CAN be a good idea, but there 
are many pros and cons and considerations, so it was impossible to say "yes."  I said "no," even 
though I mean "maybe!"  I would love to learn more about how the City envisions this and how it 
would be enforced. 

so many complaints about parking but there are very limited places to lock up a bike in the TIFA 
district  (maybe utilize the space between the sidewalk and the road 

Projects that homeowners actually want. Residential property is the largest part of the TIFA by 
geography, and likely by TIF revenue. Energy efficiency improvements, porch repairs, etc.  

Conduct placemaking projects such as: installing district signage, enhancements to streetscapes, and 
updated street lighting.;Invest in alleyway and/or sidewalk improvements;Focus on blight 
remediation and code enforcement in both residential and business areas;Prune city owned trees; 

DO NOT demolish any more homes to build parking lots 

Help homeowners with property improvement  

revisit the board make up.  Residents should make up the majority of the authority. If a 
representative is a not a resident, they should be a business owner.  There should not be employees 
of a business serving  

Maybe be out in the community so we know what this is.  Never heard of the TIFA.  what are the 
potential funds available and where do they come from? 



Grants for home improvements would be incredible  

Alley paving, sidewalk repairs, flood prevention. No further demolition of housing. We need new 
neighbors not parking lots. We need more families and children for schools not parking lots.  

Grants for home improvement and alley clean up. Also making businesses along Kercheval 
responsible for the alley behind their business and rodent control. The flies and rats are rampant from 
the restaurants.  

attracting young families for schools and to keep area vibrant 

attracting young families for schools and to keep area vibrant 

Marked crosswalks on Charlevoix. Sightlines are SO DIFFICULT across Charlevoix for both cars, 
pedestrians, etc. with current parking arrangement. It seems like we could do better and make it 
safer. 
 
I would be very interested in having a small community park/playground with a fence at the corner of 
Maryland and Charlevoix (mini-tot lot). 

The City does a good job making the TIFA district look attractive through signage and seasonal 
decorations and I hope they continue to do so.  

Making residential properties, particularly rentals, healthier and safer places to live and address the 
hidden issues like mold, toxic materials, mycotoxins, deteriorating pipes, faulty wiring/electrical. Not 
allowing mass accrual of properties by one person or company. Making sure that property 
management and landlords are taking care of their rental properties better and adequately 
addressing renters concerns.  

I'd like to see  more TIFA residents included on the board.  To represent the TIFA area.  
Not business owners or realtors on TIFA board or the planning commission the business  district if not 
represented correctly can often be  out of touch and in it soley for personal gain. 
I'd like to see all zoned parking lots complete and done up to code. 
I'd like to see the historical aspects of the cabbage patch respected in design and receive upgrades to 
the current time period while also keep the 1920's aesthetic. Keep the area unique and alluring. Make 
it a noticeably different aesthetic from the rest of Gpp with the arts and craft movement in mind with 
all design  plans. 
Upgrade alleyway with new pavement.  When paving alleyways reach out to all owners and ask if they 
would like to pay a fee for driveway parking space upgrades for a more clean and cohesive look.   

Pedestrian-friendly improvements to render the district more walkable, with possible streetscape 
projects to slow or calm traffic and perhaps creation of pedestrian-only plazas that could reduce cut-
through traffic.  
Crafting better and wider intersections along Charlevoix that would make better sight-lines for 
motorists in order to avoid accidents for pull-out traffic from the Beaconsfield, Lakepointe, Maryland 
and Wayburn arterials. 
Reworking/repaving alleyways to push them away from trash collection messes and toward a more 
constructive appearance and use mode. 



Expand residential areas for TIFA funds 

Install bike lanes and more bike racks for parking.  

Repave alleys —-trim trees through the area 

Engage residents in your plans, we actually live here. Up to this point, TIFA has paid lip service to 
resident concerns, resulting in a serious loss of credibility and created  a blighted mess behind the 
facades on Kercheval.  

home improvement matching grants. better signage. clean up alleys 

I feel that the constant discussion about parking is overblown and creating parking shouldn't come at 
the expense of residents of the neighborhood. It strikes me a very short sighted and undermining 
residents trust.  
 
There are certainly more creative solutions than tearing down residential properties. For example, 
what is the point of the "farmers market" shed area on the round about? Could that be leveraged for 
additional parking? Is the longer-term solution a small parking structure?  
 
The walkability and density of the neighborhood makes it unique. I'm happy to see more businesses 
coming into the Park, but they should find a way to thrive within the location they've chosen.  
 
As a homeowner, I believe the main issues is creating carrots and/or sticks to get rental owners to 
better take care of their properties.  

Fixing sidewalks in surrounding neighborhoods so that they are not tripping hazards 

Invest in the community. More affordable housing. Speak to the members of the community before 
tearing homes down.  

Strong support for home improvements Especially foundations, electrical and plumbing. Important 
due to structures being 100 years of older. 

I would like to know about funds available to residents and about the plans for removing homes. 
We’ve recently invested about $25,000 in home improvements and I’m concerned that our house 
could be demolished and our investment could be a waste. I’d like to know what the TIFA does. It’s 
hard to say what I would like it to do being unfamiliar with it. I’m not on social media and would like 
to access information through emails or mail. Our sidewalks are terrible and need improvement. For 
the question below about parking- we just replaced our driveway off the alley to free up parking for 
others.  

Diversify business ownership 

Enhanced business, parking for restaurants and events 

Alley cleanup and paving  

NOT more parking. 



Street STOP signs at ALL cross streets at Charlevoix within the district  

Provide off street parking for residents who don’t have driveways 

holding homeowners accountable for their properties.Cleaning up the alleys which is happening now. 
Thank you! Holdings businesses accountable for the back of their properties. Trash dumpsters etc 

Stop tearing down houses for parking lots 

Replanting the nursery islands.   They are a hodge podge of bushes, flowers and shrubbery up and 
down Kercheval.   Who is responsible for the islands?   The hanging flowers are wonderful, but below 
them, the islands need to be spruced up and updated.   Same with the side street tree lawns.   Some 
have no grass at all. 

Lower rent for businesses to promote a well rounded selection of stores and shops; get rid of the 
Auto shop and giant gallery as the space can be split and put to much better use; build a 2nd story on 
every building with apartments or condos. 

1. Fix/improve alleys 2. Encourage property improvements 3. Update street lighting,  

A significant percentage of GPP population lives in this area.  The city is best served by making this 
area high demand and high price, attracting young professionals, graduate students, and young 
families.  It is an energetic center of the city because of the entertainment district(s) and the youth of 
the population.  In an important sense, it is the essence of GPP.  It must be rising in order for the city 
as a whole to be rising.   

Improve existing streets, alleys, and parking before adding any new ones  

Maintain sidewalks within the TIFA district. Enforce code within TIFA district. Only if funds remain 
available after those priorities then improve/enhance the business area within TIFA.  

Resident parking permits  

Utilize current buildings and spaces for new ventures by remodeling/rehabbing. Not by building a new 
DPW to house equipment or a new “arts center” that is not an actual arts center but a home for a 
theatre group with some art. Oh wait, TIFA has nothing to do with that? And not projects that a bunch 
of ppl who don’t live in the TIFA think should be pursued here, especially billionaire “developers”. The 
TIFA should pursue a plan to deal with the rats since it’s a problem that isn’t being discussed and 
considering there will be so many new folks driving into the TIFA to frequent all the restaurants where 
the rats love to eat.  

Fix alleys 
Fix streetlights 
Fix existing parking 
Fix blighted properties 

Code enforcement.  



Repave the alleys, especially the one between Wayburn and Alter. It’s a mess. Also- take care of 
overgrown plants on alley (Detroit side) as it’s overgrown, attracts rats, makes it hard to travel down.  

Better lighting 
Put a 4-way stop sign at Lakepointe and Charlevoix (intersection always feels very dangerous; no 
visibility coming from Lakepointe headed to Mack) 
Resident permit parking 
Better parking signage (hard to see/read what current signs are there; both streets and lots) 

Grants for new businesses to come in / survive. Improve lines of sight at every residential street 
corner. Can anything be done to force the owner to improve the grassy lot at Maryland / Charlevoix?  

Again the same do not know much about Tifa and what is represents 
Maybe you should have put some Tifa background info in your survey prior to asking questions! 

No parking lot in Ewald green space as no longer needed. All 98 parking spaces at Henry Ford eye 
clinics have been designated by Dr. Hessburg for use at Schaap theater using shuttle for events 

Enhance the side walks they need to be fix  

That Arts Center seems good to me  

The alley is so bad 

It would be nice to see something be done with the now-empty Beaumont building, even if it is just 
publicizing the parking lot into a community lot for residents and visitors to patronize the businesses 
in the Park.  
I live just outside the TIFA zone and would love to see more activities/events like Markets (christmas, 
farmers) in the Park. Expanding the dog-friendliness in that area (Lakepointe/Kerchval intersection) 
would be a plus.  

Report/update of the status of what is actually going on in the TIFA area (business and business 
district, vacant lots, recently purchased lots and their plans, the residents and their properties who 
live from Wayburn - Beaconsfield).  

Please consider changing the rental CFO requirements to force landlords to provide one off street 
parking spot for every unit in a building. That would greatly alleviate parking issues because residents 
would have somewhere to park.  

Invest in alleyway and/or sidewalk improvements;Expand scope and funds available for residential 
property improvements; 

Continued beautification efforts and property improvements in the area 

We need to protect and expand access to affordable housing in the Cabbage Patch. That means 1) 
continuing to help homeowners with major repairs (e.g. garages), 2) opposing rezoning requests that 
would replace occupied housing with parking lots, and 3) encouraging infill development where 
possible with housing that is affordable. 

Clean up alleys and have parking enforced 



Same as anove 

Cleaner alleys, more parking.    

Remove blighted houses, create more open space, parks and parking lots  

New street signs as the current ones are faded. Upgrade street lighting to LED.  

better manage parking in city lots; lot next to Beaumont medical center is rarely used because of 
meters 

Reinstate the grant opportunities for homeowners. 
CONTACT neighboring residents BEFORE deciding to tear down our homes & build parking lots. 
Develop creative plans to increase parking for Residents & our visitors on our streets 

As our business districts continue to thrive attractive resident only parking signs may need to be 
considered on the blocks nearest to Kercheval and Charlevoix.   Even with the added new parking lots 
you may find plenty of business patrons who will park on the street leaving residents and their guests 
without a place to park.  If funding became available again for exterior residential improvements it 
would be fantastic, repair and replacement of the post lamps and encouraging homeowners to get 
them all functioning again, alley maintenance and improved lighting to encourage more use of 
parking pads and garages maybe even decorative "alley-scaping" to encourage residents to use their 
off street parking - cute alley ways could be a thing!  Removal of the zip-tied plastic signs in the 
business districts they are too much, too busy = sign pollution! Tree replacement! Between the 1997 
storm and the emerald ash borer we lost many trees and they have not been replaced. Replacement 
would not only be attractive but would help disperse rain water and help curb flooding!  In terms of 
activities I would love to see a best flower bed contest for the business owners to participate in as 
well as a holiday lights / decorating contest for the businesses and extended holiday trolley days! 

Fixing the sidewalks to be even. Trees are great but some sidewalks are uneven. Redo the sidewalks 
as needed for scooters, strollers, walkers, wheelchairs etc 

stimulate growth downtown 

Specifically the removal of lead pipes from water lines to the house.  

Street markings on Charlevoix to designate parking spaces from moving lanes, make safer crosswalks, 
and bicycle sharrows. Sight distance at the intersection of Maryland and Charlevoix is dangerous for 
drivers and pedestrians.  

Residential parking 

Examine the parking situation. Find an alternative route for the smart bus. It does not belong on this 
residential street! 

1) work with developer for affordable housing to attract more young families with starter homes. 2) 
more community engagement like this on all projects- transparency on projects. 3) diversity of 
businesss in area- love having car repair and restaurant and bar and bookstore: avoid becoming all 
salons/bars/restaurants.  



Make grants more known to homeowners.   

GPP should withdraw from TIFA. 
GPP should not Govt funding with "strings attached". 

clean up and re-pave the alleys 
re-pave with a water permeable surface and re-configure the city parking lot by city hall. 
DO NOT turn green space in front of library into a parking lot 

Work with city on truck routes to get large delivery vehicles off residential streets. Develop grassy 
area at NE corner of Maryland/Charlevoix into pocket park. Assist with landscaping at Howlers and 
Growlers parking lot on N side of Charlevoix between Beaconsfield and Lakepointe. Waygoing signage 
to Kercheval District and to available parking. Retain residences. No more tearing down homes for 
parking. 

Endeavor to avoid conflicts of interest, don't accept cost-shifting of City of GPP expenses, include 
larger percentage of residents in TIFA governing / executive roles 

Alley pavement  ( after city replaces pipes)   Recurring landscaping funds for cleaning up alley tree 

The businesses on the Detroit side of Mack between Devonshire and 3 mile drive are more than an 
eyesore. I sent pictures years ago and got a response but never saw anything happen except for the 
marijuana store being built. Can anything be done? 

Finish the alleys. Take care of rat problem. Stop sign Charlevoix and Beaconsfield  

 


